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about the electricity | use. | expect
the lights to turn on when I flip the
switch and the coffee maker to work
each morning. Because electricity is so
abundant, we don’t think much about
it. Since many of us have been spend-
ing more time at home over the past
few months, we have likely been using
more energy. And yet, we still expect
an endless supply of power with unin-
terrupted service 24/7. The only time
we really think about electricity is when
the power goes out or perhaps when
the monthly bill arrives.

Given how electricity powers our
modern lifestyle every day, it's a great
value, especially when compared to
other common services and expenses.
For example, think back to the cost
of a gallon of gasoline 20 years ago.
Consider the cost of groceries or a cup
of your favorite specialty coffee from a
few years back. In comparison, the cost
of electricity has remained largely flat,
unlike most consumer goods.

%
i

-
i a

717/, o”OQ
In observance of Labor Day,

our office will be closed on Monday, Sept. 7.
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nected, and | subscribe to
cable channels so | can enjoy
more viewing options. Many
of us consider these necessi-
ties for modern-day life. We
can see what we're getting
for our money, and we pay
the price for those services.
In contrast, when we use electricity,

we don't necessarily “see” all that we're
getting for our money.

But considering what electricity does
for us, it’s a tremendous value for our
quality of life as well as our budgets.
For comparison, consider that the aver-
age rent increase was nearly 4% from
2014-2019, according to the Bureau of
Labor Statistics Consumer Price Index
(CPI). The cost of medical care in-
creased 3% during this time, and educa-
tion was not too far behind at 2.6%. So,
where did electricity rank? According
to the CPI, electricity increased by less

than half a percentage point, 0.4%.
Continued on page 16B »
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Electricity Brings Everyday Value

Continued from page 16A »
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The bottom line: electricity brings everyday value. In fact,
Sedgwick County Electric Cooperative members experi-
ence only 312 outages last year. Considering that electricity is
something that we all use around the clock, 'm very proud of
our track record. At the same time, we are striving to increase
our service reliability, reduce those brief interruptions and re-
duce costs. We are continually working to improve our opera-
tions to ensure a smarter grid and exploring more renewable
energy options where possible.

Sedgwick County Electric Cooperative provides the reliable
service you expect and deserve as valued members of the
co-op. And as your trusted energy adviser, we want to help
you save energy and money.

We recognize that the past few months have been chal-
lenging for many of our members and we're here to help. If
you have questions about your account or are looking for
ways to save energy at home, please call us. Sedgwick County
Electric Cooperative is your electric co-op and our sole pur-
pose is to serve you and the needs of our community. That’s
everyday value.

Co-op Upgrades Fleet

This Sedgwick Elec-
tric vehicle was re-

cently purchased to
ensure our foremen
are equipped to

do their jobs safely
and efficiently.
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Journeyman Lineman TOMMY HILL works to replace
Sedgwick County Electric Cooperative equipment. This
pole was badly damaged from a fire on June 17.

What’s Your Appliance Safety 1Q?

Make sure your hot water heater I
is well-maintained.

Follow the manufacturer’s
instructions for maintenance.

Children have been
electrocuted when hiding

s e RS2 Make sure it does not have

also like to nap there.

Install a childproof lock on

the laundry room door, as

well as on your washer and dryer—especially
front-loading models.

Clean lint screen between loads, and

thoroughly clean the vents and duct system at

least twice a year.

Make sure hoses, seals and connections do not

leak and are secure.
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Clean the coils every six
months to a year.

Keep an eye out for dust or
lint under or behind your fridge and remove it
to let your refrigerator breathe.

If you have young children in your home, make
sure your refrigerator is not a tipping hazard.
Consider using an appliance anchor that
secures your tall appliance to the wall.
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excessive pressure buildup by
testing the relief valve (or have it
tested) at least once a year.

Ensure vents are connected securely and that
the correct parts are used to avoid carbon
monoxide production.

Have all components of the appliance
inspected regularly (at least once a year) by a
technician.




Listen for Peak Alerts and Save

This month, we are asking members to participate in lower your energy use from 3-6 p.m., Monday through Friday
Sedgwick County Electric Cooperative’s Peak Control will help control costs.
program. This voluntary program helps you save on
your summer energy bills and can also help k Al
the co-op hold down wholesale power
Qaa e*’ Participate when “Peak Alerts” are issued,
typically during the hours of 3-6 p.m.
weekdays from June 1 through Sept. 30. Like
us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter to
receive peak alerts.
The actual peak demand for June, July,
August and September is the billing demand
for each respective month. Special emphasis
is placed during July and August, as the peak
electricity demand registered by the co-op
during those two months drives the demand

3~6 w. billing for the following “off peak” eight
Peak control is a voluntary program in which P months. Be aware of days when temperatures

our members can participate to hold down elec- are forecast to be above 95 degrees. These are

costs during the eight months of our
off-peak period.

A major portion of our annual wholesale
power bill is based on power consumed
during the 3-6 p.m. demand timeframe
during the summer months. The price
of electricity is at a premium during that
three-hour window due to the “high de-
mand” for energy production during those
hot, summer hours.

tricity costs. the type of days when peak demand can occur.

You can participate by monitoring your use of electric Reducing electric usage between 3-6 p.m. will help reduce our
appliances and equipment that require larger amounts of peak load. Each kilowatt shaved or shifted during peak load is
electricity during peak hours. Any steps you can take to a cost savings for cooperative members.

Help Keep Our Crews Safe

Orange road signs are not just for
highway construction zones; they also
apply to utility work zones. Slowing
down before entering work zones helps
save lives, including the lives of our
crew members, who must often work
roadside to maintain or restore power.
Cars or trucks that go too fast not
only endanger workers on the ground,
they can also put a lineworker who is
working high up in a bucket
in serious danger. The
% force created by fast-
Stacking and storing hay bales or other moving vehicles can
items under a power line is dangerous. cause work truck buck-
These h n easi h fire if
ine were 5 spark or e P equipment [VSGANAUNRCAIED
used to move the hay bales can easily

come in contact with the power lines. Please, take extra
Always maintain a 20-foot distance from care in work zones. Our

<55 power lines. #CatchltChangelt crews and their families
g SZmoe  thank you.
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into high-voltage lines.

tives of Kansas.
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POWER RESTORATION
FILL-IN-THE-BLANK

When the power goes out, line crews work hard to restore service as quickly and safely as ~\
possible. Complete the fill-in-the-blank activity below to learn about the steps of power Ener
restoration. Use the word bank if you need help, and check your work in the answer key. EXpI orers

5

WORD BANK:
distribution transformer transmission

ELH substations

1. High-voltage lines are the large towers and cables that
supply power to the greatest number of consumer-members. They
rarely fail, but if they do, they have to be repaired first.

2. Next, crews inspect distribution for damage. They
determine if the problem stems from the lines feeding into the
equipment itself, or if the problem is further down the line.

3. If the problem still can’t be pinpointed, power lines
are inspected. These are the lines you typically see on the side of the
road that deliver power to communities.

4. If the power outage persists, supply lines (also known as tap lines) are
inspected. These lines deliver power to transformers that are either
mounted on poles or placed on for underground
electric service.

5. If your home remains without power, the service line between the
and your home may need repairs.
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